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Date: Tuesday, March 24, 8:15 p.m. 
Place: Mor rison Auditorium 

Speaker: Alfred G. Etter | 
Subject: "AWAKE TO NATURE" 


Henry David Thoreau once described the 
crow of a cock as “an expression of the health 
and soundness of nature - a. brag. for all the 
world.” This is the note on which Mr. Etter's 
Audubon - film opens, the last in the current | 
series of Screen. Tours. It is an intimate look 
at the marvels of nature that are often close 
at hand - but which usiness or busyness pre- 
clude our seeing. "Awake to Nature” is a 
challenge to each of us to keep the earth habit- 
able, to safeguard. the health and soundness of 
nature, and to make our environment something 
of which future generations can be rightfully 
proud. 

Dr. Etter has devoted his life to study- ) 
ing the world of nature in an effort to dis- 
cover some of the complex forces which govern 
the wildlife community. 
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' Beginning March 4 and extending through 

April 5: "RAINBOWS, AURORAS AND OTHER . 

WONDERS". | 
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and ie. worthern’ Tete “to, mention ee a fens 

Perfor mances daily at 3: 30 p-m., and in 
the evening, Wednesday through Sunday, at 8:30. 
Extra matinees on saturda Ly and Sunda y at 2:00. ) 
No shows on Monday and Tuesday nights. . 
Adults, 75¢, Juniors, 40¢. | 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS | 
Exhibit of” the Month: “BIRD OF | 

PARADISE”, a gift to the Acac Jemy from the 

Convent of the Sacred Heart, San Francisco, 

Main. Foyer, Science Museum, y 
"SWEDISH INVENTIONS AND. OTHER 

SCIENTIFIC ADVANCES” continues in Lovell 

White Hall of Man and Nature through March 22. 
Coming: April 4 through 8, "1964 BAY 

AREA SCIENCE FAIR", an event not to be 

missed. 


Thursday niehts, 7:30 pm., KTVU-TV, Channel 2 


March 5: "THE LUNGS", with Guest Scientist 
a ares Kieran, M.D., Stanford University 
March 12; "SYNCOM", with Gordon Murphy, Syncom 
aes Project Manager, Hughes Aircraft Co 
March 19: "ECHO LOCATION", with Dr. Thomas C. 
———s« Poulter, Stanford Research Institute 
March 26: ‘THE ULTRA X-RAY", with Jacob 

Is ; laimson, Manager of Acceler ator Re- 

igeareh, Varian Associates 


NEWS and NOTES .........- 


Currently, the #1 subject of interest at 
the Academy is the Galapagos International 
Scientific | Project in which, as readers of the 
NEWSLETTE ER are well aware, the Academy 
is deeply involved. The following excerpts from 
a letter written to the ‘Department. of Ento- 
mology by young David Cavagnaro, a student 
on leave from his studies at the University of 
California at ‘Davis, radiates some of the in- 
tense excitement of such a scientific adventure. 
Cavagnaro's name is familiar to the member- _ 
ship. because of his participation in Dr. Edward 
S. Ross' eighteen-month insect collecting trip 
through tropical Asia and Australia. The 21 
Yeas -old. scientist’ Ss overseas adventur es con- 
tinue in his” assignment to help make the Gala-- 
pagos insect fauna better known. The letter 
was written February Oe 

"At last I must say something to what 
is happening here on the edge of the world, or 
the beginning of it. To relate all the,..exper- 


iences we have had so far would be too stagger- 


ing an undertaking. The circumstances of our 
arrival | on the "Golden Bear" 5 advancing. on the 
quiet community of Academy Ba ve with 60 men, 
a U.S. Navy seaplane. tender, with two sea- 
planes and two helicopters buzzing back and 
forth, and an Ecuadorian landin craft, patrol 
boat, and a third larger mee "some unknown 
description, were so rema cable that I think 
many months will be required for complete 
SECON : 

ter the. .dedication [of the Darwin 
Research Station. Bal)... -we were at last able 
to settle down to work. Bob Schuster and | de 
had nearly a week of good collecting. in the 
Academy Bay area. The fauna is much richer 
than I expected, especially at night. We got 
two hours” of generator | use before both were 
on the { fritz and we haven't had time yet to 
tinker with them. We have been bringing in 
great quantities of moths, beetles, antlions, 
etc., in spite of a full moon...I enriched the 
catch of several dipterous species tenfold by 


placing three dead fish inside the trap; it works © 


wonders! I hate to contemplate all the new 
‘records we must be getting. 


my am currently participating in a very 
fine island-hopping trip by helicopter. About 
eight of us were fortunate enough to be able 
to use this excellent opportunity to ‘reach 
places’ never before explored by anyone. Sev- 
eral places. in the | archipelago are totally — 
inaccessible from the sea or on foot. [ would 
not have poesca Ven chance for SRN .We 


Wi ode going ave eel ‘let me just 

that this was a real experience to end all 
Red ‘We were the first human beings — 
to see the top of Culpepper , a little island. with 
vertical cliffs hundreds of feet high on all sides. 
After we claimed the island for Ecuador [to 
whom the islands belong. Bdj.. .we set to work 
on ‘the: weirdest place ey have ever exper -ienced. 
The place is nesting grounds for umpteen ‘thou- 
sands of birds -- boobies, finches, mocking- 
birds, frigate birds, and terns. The bi rds are 
totally tame and in fact were an absolute, noisy 
nuisance! One had to watch every step to avoid 
stepping | on eggs, crushing a fledgling, or smash- 
ing | a tern, and ‘sitting accidentally on nesting 
boobies was not an uncommon hazard. The 
entomology was fascinating in spite of the haz- 
ard | of E10 and 12 eet Aa saat & Be my 
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cares: Heron auiees one Pesan ice 
countless microleps and small flies, etc.. .It 

is a very limited fauna but nevertheless fascin- 
ating. .. Lhe island is moist and thickly vege- 
tated, but probably less than 12 species of 
plants occur there. 

"Wenman Island is slightly larger, much 
more rugged, and quite iffers ent in vegetation. . 
I was the only member of our party who nego- 
tiated the difficult cliffs to the topmost plateau 
P ,..and therefore have - the only — ictures of the 
special Scalesia-Croton scrub g: -owth | -- a 
fairyland of lichens -- which grow only on the 
higher plateau... 

‘Probably. the most startling find near 
the top -- which nearly knocked me a_ thousand 
feet into the sea - from astonishment - -- was 
that while resting against the lichen-covered 
cliffs, Al suddenly became aware of the fact 
that the entire top of Wenman’ s craggy ridge 
sie) actually one mammoth Embioptera colony! 
Embiop tera are the strange silk- spinning in- | 
sects Dr. Ross is currently monographing. Ed] 
I've never seen so many embiids in one place! 
But this cliff, zone was the only place 1 found 
them on the whole island, and so far have not 
seen them elsewhere. 
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